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of their plan to conquer Kurope by seizing the
Iron ore fields and the furnaces of France and
Belgium. Attacks by German submarines on
our vessels became frequent. Violation of in-
ternational law and outrages patently meant to
terrorize America were the rule* The sinking
of the Lusitania on May 7^ 1916, with many
other occurrences^ made it evident that America
would iind difficulty in remaining neutral.
The administration, which was facing an elec-
tion, hesitated and delayed, in spite of sugges-
tions that it prepare the country for defense.
Finally, however, a survey was authorised to
determine the resources of the nation in the
event of war, and the iron and steel industries
were asked to furnish information as to their
equipment and product* This was done with-
out hesitation, of course; but the most striking
evidence of the high patriotism of the men en-
gaged in this industry was the almost universal
offer of their plants and resources to the nation.
Many of them, convinced that war was inevit-
able, incorporated at this time a clause in
their contracts making such contracts contin-
gent on "the necessities of the government in
time of war or national emergency."
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